Blues music evolved from spirituals and work songs, originally sung by enslaved people on plantations

and their descendants in the USA. The genre we know which evolved in the early 20th Century was
typically played and sung by African Americans. Blues music has evolved into and influenced the vast

majority of popular music in the last hundred years.

Features

Musical Technological

e 12 bar blues chord structure e Originally recorded live (no multitracking

e Improvisation or overdubbing)

e Two lines repeated and a different third
line

e Blues scale and blues notes
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