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Tips For Getting Started 
 

 Check the time signature (how many beats are in the bar?) 
 

 Check for any new chord shapes and practise them first. 
 

 Work out the rhythm – use “ta, te-te“ etc. to help you. 
 

 Look out for repetition (do you play the same phrase more than 
once?) 

 

 Practise small sections of the music at a time then gradually join 
them together.  

 
 
 

SUCCESSFUL GUITAR PLAYERS WILL : 
 

 Play the melody using the correct notes and rhythms. 
 
 Have smooth chord changes. 

 
 Produce a clean sound by ensuring an even pressure on the strings. 

 
 Be able to play a variety of strumming patterns which are stylistically 

appropriate for the piece they are playing. 
 

 Be able to play in time with an accompaniment and maintain the overall 
tempo/flow of the music. 

I will self-reflect on the 
quality and accuracy of 

my playing and 
performing, and identify 
personal strengths and 
areas for improvement 

1.2 

 
I will develop musical 
and technical skills, 

showing clear 
understanding of the 
composers’ intentions 

1.1 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested Strumming Pattern 

Ta Ta Ta Ta 

1 2 

2 
 

3 

1 
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Suggested Strumming Pattern 

Ta Te - Te Ta Te - Te 

2 
 

3 

1 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

String numbers 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Fret numbers 

 

Remember string 1 is nearest the floor! 

Remember this is a riff – you need to repeat the pattern many times! 

WHAT IS A RIFF? 
 

A short repeated 
pattern which goes 

over and over… 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ta Ta-a-e Te 

Suggested Strumming Pattern 

1 2 3 1 2 

3 2 
 

3 

1 
 



 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ta Te 

Suggested Strumming Pattern 

Ta Te Ta 

Same chords as 
Blame it On Me! 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Remember to look 
back at page 5 as a 

reminder for 
reading TAB! 

 



 
 
 
 

Congratulations! 
You have completed Level 3 Part 1. 
You are making GREAT progress. 
See your teacher for a certificate! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested Strumming Pattern 

Ta Ta Ta Te - Te 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 2 3 1 2 

3 2 
 

3 

1 
 



Self Evaluation Check Point! 

 
 
 
Think carefully and answer the following questions: 

 
Can I…….? 

 

 Easily find the chord of G? 

 Easily find the chord of Em? 

 Easily find the chord of D? 

 Easily find the chord of A? 

 Change between the chords easily? 

 Read TAB quickly? 

 Play the different strumming patterns? 
 
 

What could your next steps be for the next 
part of the book? 

 
 
 
Have a quick learner conversation with your teacher 
and ask advice about anything you feel you can 
improve on! 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember and 
press firmly on the 
strings to create a 
nice strong sound! 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested Strumming Pattern 

Ta Te Ta Te Te Te 
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Play this pattern on a loop and it will fit all the songs below.  
Many pop tunes use this chord pattern, below are some of the ones you can 

play along with, see if you can find anymore!  
 

 
Someone You Loved – Lewis Capaldi 

Now the day bleeds 
Into nightfall 

And you're not here 
To get me through it all 

I let my guard down 
And then you pulled the rug 

I was getting kinda used to being someone you loved 
 

Firework – Katy Perry 
'Cause baby you're a firework 

Come on show 'em what your worth 
Make 'em go "Oh, oh, oh!" 

As you shoot across the sky-y-y 
Baby you're a firework 

Come on let your colors burst 
Make 'em go "Oh, oh, oh!" 

You're gonna leave 'em fallin' down down down 
 

Someone Like You – Adele 
Never mind, I'll find someone like you 
I wish nothing but the best for you, too 

"Don't forget me, " I beg 
"I'll remember, " you said 

Sometimes it lasts in love, but sometimes it hurts instead 
Sometimes it lasts in love, but sometimes it hurts instead 

 
 
 

Try mixing some of 
the strumming 

patterns you have 
learned already! 

 



 
 

Paparazzi – Lady Gaga 
I'm your biggest fan 

I'll follow you until you love me 
Papa-paparazzi 

Baby, there's no other superstar 
You know that I'll be 
Your papa-paparazzi 
Promise I'll be kind 

But I won't stop until that boy is mine 
Baby, you'll be famous 

Chase you down until you love me 
Papa-paparazzi 

 
Edge of Glory – Lady Gaga 

I'm on the edge of glory and I'm hangin' on a moment of truth 
Out on the edge of glory and I'm hangin' on a moment with you 

I'm on the edge, the edge, the edge 
The edge, the edge, the edge, the edge 

I'm on the edge of glory 
And I'm hangin' on a moment with you 

I'm on the edge with you 
 
 

Don’t Stop Believing – Journey 
Don't stop believin' 

Hold on to the feelin' 
Streetlights, people 
Don't stop believin' 

Hold on 
Streetlights, people 
Don't stop believin' 

Hold on to the feelin' 
Streetlights, people 

 
 

Let It Go - Frozen 
Let it go, let it go 

Can't hold it back anymore 
Let it go, let it go 

Turn away and slam the door 
I don't care what they're going to say 

Let the storm rage on 
The cold never bothered me anyway 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once you have learned 
this piece, team up with a 

guitar buddy and try 
playing it alongside the 
riff you learned earlier! 

Take turns of each part! 
 

New Rhythm!! 
 

         Te    Ti  -  Ri 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We'll do it all 
Everything 
On our own 

We don't need 
Anything 

Or anyone 
If I lay here 

If I just lay here 
Would you lie with me and just forget the world? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Try learning the 
TAB part first 
and then the 

chords! 
 

Once you have learned 
this piece, team up with 
a guitar buddy and try 

playing a part each, 
make sure your chords 

change together! 
 

2 

E 

1 

3 

New Chord! 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Congratulations! 

You have completed Level 3! 
You are making GREAT progress. 

See your teacher for a certificate and onto the next 
challenge at level 4!  


