


Composing Review

As part of your composition mark you must complete a composing review on the 
SQA template (below), which is worth 10 marks. This must detail all of your 
composing decisions. We will look at this in depth over the next slides.



Let’s look at a 
composing review in 
depth and see where 
you can pick up extra 

marks!



Basic Review Worth 4 Marks.

the main decisions you have made

the ways in which you have explored and developed your musical ideas
strengths and/or areas which may be improved



Intermediate Review Worth 7 Marks.

the main decisions you have made

the ways in which you have explored and developed your musical ideas
strengths and/or areas which may be improved



Intermediate Review Worth 7 Marks Cont.

the main decisions you have made

the ways in which you have explored and developed your musical ideas
strengths and/or areas which may be improved



In-depth Review Worth the Maximum 10 Marks.

the main decisions you have made

the ways in which you have explored and developed your musical ideas
strengths and/or areas which may be improved



In-depth Review Worth Maximum 10 Marks Cont.

the main decisions you have made

the ways in which you have explored and developed your musical ideas
strengths and/or areas which may be improved



What about 
my 

composition? 



Where did you 
start?

Chord Pattern

Riff
Melody



Changed the 
rhythm

Added 
ornaments

Changed from 
high to low

How did you 
develop your 

melody?

Added 
syncopation



How did you 
develop your 

accompaniment?

What 
accompaniment style 

did you use? Eg. 
Broken chords

What instruments 
did you use?

What chords did 
you use?



How did you 
structure your 

piece?

Ternary 
Form ABA

Binary Form 
AB

Verse/Chorus
Did you have 

an intro?

Did you have 
a Coda?



Other 
features?

What articulation 
did you use? Eg. 
Staccato/accents

What 
dynamics did 

you use?

Did you change 
tempo?

Simple time 
to 

compound time


