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Section 2: Question Paper 

 

Multi-Choice Questions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Similar to the Higher Music Question Paper, the multi-choice questions ask you 

to choose 4 concepts – the number of marks allocated indicates how many 

concepts required. 

Remember to read the question – “features instrumental music”, therefore, any 

specific vocal concepts need not apply. In this case, there are no specific vocal 

concepts listed. Look for answers that pair together and look for opposites.  

For example; you would not pair Serial and Jazz Funk together as they are 

two individual styles of music. 

Stand-alone Questions  

After the multi- choice questions, you may get a few stand-alone questions 

which are looking for a concept as the answer. The required answers will be 

either a HIGHER or ADV. HIGHER CONCEPT. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Type of group – STRING QUARTET, CHAMBER MUSIC, PIANO TRIO, 

CONSORT……  
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Literacy Questions 

 

At Advanced Higher level, there is a greater emphasis on literacy-style 

questions. These questions will test your knowledge from N4/N5/H & AH level 

so remember to revise previous levels too. (These can be found on the school 

website). 

 

This exemplar question asks you to state the TONALITY: 

 

• Major/Minor/Pentatonic/Modal 

 

Rhythm dictation is required as you listen to the string section. It will either 

be: REPETITION or SOMETHING DIFFERENT – look for patterns and focus 

quickly, on what the strings are playing – try to block out the other sounds. 

 

It asks you to insert the time signature in the correct place – this is an N4 

concept but remember at AH level, it could be 5/4 time or compound time.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The following question is very similar to your AH literacy workbook – 

identifying cadences and chords. Ensure you are familiar with doing so.  
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Musical Map 

 

This question follows on from N5 & H – same format, same style of questions. 

Concepts may be trickier to hear and perhaps “not as obvious” as in previous 

levels. There are three listening, the first two with the voice and third without.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Followed by a stand-alone question  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Read the table that follows to get an idea of concept answers depending on 

the type of question: 

• Comment on the TONALITY 

• Identify the STYLE of the music 

• Identify the RHYTHMIC feature 

• Identify the HARMONIC feature present in the music  
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Here are some possible answers – not every answer is given under each 

heading but a large proportion of possible concepts.  

 

TONALITY Major, Minor, Pentatonic, Modal 

SCALE Major, Blues, Pentatonic, Whole-Tone, Chromatic, Harmonic 

 Minor, Melodic Minor. 

TEXTURE Homophonic, Polyphonic, Contrapuntal, 

RHYTHMIC Dotted rhythms, Scotch Snap, Irregular Metre, Diminution, 

 Augmentation, Syncopation, Accents, Ties, Hemiola 

MELODIC (can Sequence, Imitation, Glissando, Scale, 

include ornaments)  

HARMONIC Diminished 7th, Added 6th, Dominant 7th 

STYLE Lied, Oratorio, Chorale, Opera, Jazz-Funk, EDM, 

 Contemporary Jazz, Concerto, Sonata, Concerto Grosso, 

 Serialism, Minimalist, Impressionism 

FORM Minuet & Trio, Binary, Ternary, Rondo, Sonata Form, Fugue 

ORNAMENT Trill, Mordent, Turn, Acciaccatura, Appoggiatura 
 

 

This literacy question features N5 level concepts – KEY & RESTS in line 1 – but 

the last line looks for a knowledge of modulations. Think about RELATED KEYS  

– where is a piece likely to modulate to? REL MAJ/MIN, DOMINANT OR SUB-

DOMINANT. In this case, it is simply a change of KEY SIGNATURE that gives 

the answer – an N5 answer!  
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Confidence and ability in BASS CLEF will be tested – in this case – using 

dictation. There is a large amount of help given from the chord information 

underneath the stave, stating which chord and which inversion is required. 

Revise the Chord chapter from your literacy workbook.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This question asks 

you to identify the 

correct version of 

the music. Think 

about direction –  

ASCENDING / 

DESCENDING, and 

think about STEPS / 

LEAPS in the music 

to help you narrow it 

down. There will be 

subtle differences 

between the options 

so look carefully, 

taking on board any 

rhythmic changes 

too. 
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Question 6 

 

This is the final question in the Question Paper and is worth a large amount 

of marks – 10 marks (25% of the paper!).  

Follow this structure and advice when answering the question to keep your 

mind focused on specific areas so that you have enough answers/concepts to 

write about. This will maximise your marks. 

 

The first part asks you to listen to TWO excerpts and complete this ROUGH 

WORK TABLE. You will then convert your findings into your FINAL ANSWER 

and plenty of time is given on the CD to do this. 

 

In this example, the question asks you to comment on MELODY/HARMONY and 

TIMBRE/TEXTURE. THESE HEADINGS CAN CHANGE. The headings can be 

any of the following:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Each Excerpt will 

be played TWICE. 

4 minutes will be 

given at the end 

to re-draft your 

FINAL ANSWER. 
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Exam Technique Guidance... 

 

As the headings of this question can change, there is no “one response” to this 

question. Instead, focus on ONE box per listening. In this example, focus on 

the MELODY/HARMONY for the first listening of excerpt 1+2 and then 

TIMBRE/TEXTURE for the second listening. 

 

Refer back to the table of possible answers. REMEMBER, this is an ADVANCED 

HIGHER PAPER so don’t write every single basic concept like, STEP/LEAP, 

ASCENDING etc.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Do not volunteer any extra concepts that are not asked. This question does not 

ask anything about the STYLE of the excerpts because this comes later on in 

the question.   

You may wish to structure 

your answer in a paragraph 

stating all the  

MELODIC/HARMONIC 

& TIMBRE/TEXTURE 

concepts you have 

identified. The marking 

scheme looks for 2 

concepts under each 

section so ½ mark per 

concept. You will need to 

write a minimum of 4 

concepts in total per 

excerpt, split evenly over 

the two headings. 
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Question 6 continued  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is what the 

question paper looks 

like for the second part 

of Question 6.  

Follow the advice 

mentioned below 

to answer this. 
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Use this rough work box to note down more relevant concepts relating back to 

the headings; MELODY/HARMONY, TIMBRE/TEXTURE. 

 

Analysis Part – 4 marks 

 

Your explanation of six similarities/differences needs to be precise – any 

combination of similarities/differences will be accepted. Try to aim for 3 

similarities and 3 differences if you are struggling. State your answers like 

this: 

 

• Both excerpts feature a harmonic minor scale. 

• Both excerpts feature a string quartet 

• Both excerpts feature an SATB Choir/Chorus 

 

• Excerpt 1 features a turn whereas Excerpt 2 features a trill 

• Excerpt 1 is in a major key but Excerpt 2 is in a minor key  
• Excerpt 1 is mainly homophonic but Excerpt 2 is mainly polyphonic 

 

 

Conclusion Part – 2 marks 

 

Both styles/periods need to be stated correctly. 

 

Example: 

 

Excerpt 1 is from the Classical period and is from a Violin Concerto. 

 

Excerpt 2 is from the Romantic period and is from a Piano Concerto. 
 

 

You must also justify the answer, again, relating back to MELODY/HARMONY 

or TIMBRE/TEXTURE to gain the full marks.  
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